[CONFIDENTIAL.| (No. 32 of 1876.] 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


POR 


The Week ending the 7th August 1875. 


In an article on “ Village Chowkeedars,” the Rungpore Dik Prakash 
of the 15th July, directs the attention of Government to the utter 
inefficiency of these men either to catch thieves or to maintain the peace 
in villages. While the villagers are compelled punctually to pay their monthly 
salaries, and are even loudly abused by the chowkeedars should there 
happen to be any delay in payment, crimes of theft and house-breaking are 
frequently perpetrated, and the offenders go unpunished. The chowkeedars, 
however, though so utterly unfit for their duties, and rough in their behaviour 
towards the villagers, by whose money they are supported, are still extremely 
submissive to the Police authorities; and during their weekly visits to the 
thanas are ever ready, from a fear of being beaten or dismissed, to listen to 
the biddings of the sub-inspector or the head constable in charge. The 
subject demands prompt inquiry. 

2. The Mymensingh he Ee of the Swhrid, of the 27th July, 
writes the following under the head of ‘‘ Oppression,” and asks the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to inquire into the matter :—“ Yesterday (21st July), during 
the trial of a sessions case, when the Government pleader, Baboo -Purna 
Chandra Raya, was laboring hard to obtain a proper answer from a 
witness, one of the auditors inadvertently exclaimed, for shame / On being 
questioned by the Judge as to what had led him to say this, and what had 
brought him into the court, the man replied that he had come to see the 
fan of trial, and at seeing the Government pleader fail in his attempt to 
get @ proper reply from the witness present, had, in an unguarded moment, 
allowed the exclamation to escape his lips. Thereupon, the Judge, Mr. Brett, 
erdered a constable to pull his nose and ears, and made him stand with his 
head against the wall, while another peon was ordered to stand behind him 
with his back leaning against the back of the former. The man was kept 
standing in this posture for four hours. After this, who can think himself 
safe even in an open court ?” 


8. The Hindu Ranpkd, of the 28th July, draws the attention of Govern- 
ment to the irregularity of certain judicial officers in their attendance in court, 
occasioning considerable trouble to suitors. Others, though punctual in this 
respect, are yet seen to waste much time at the beginning in talking, and 
then working till 9 o’clock at night. | 

4. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 29th July, thus concludes an 
article headed “ Why does he rove about ?” in which, after adverting to the 
various surmises, made by different persons, as to the motive of Sir Richard 

Tentple in travelling from place Pee at last gives, what he thinks to be, 
the true explanation »—Sir Richard Temple seeks to win the favour of the 
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public, and for this purpose alone travels night and day. It is for this that 
he holds Durbars in different places, and takes natives with him on his 
pleasure trips on board the Rhotas. We do not, however, know whether, 
with all this, he has succeeded in his object. Natives have now become 
more hardhearted than before. Durbars and invitations to Belvedere do not, 
we fancy, now melt their hearts, By an act, whieh so many Durbars have not 
been able to accomplish, Sir Richard might have gratified them immensely, if 
he had saved the subjects of Krishnaghur and Tirhoot from the tyranny of 
the indigo-planters. He might have erected a lasting monument to his 
fame by alleviating the rigours connected with the present system of jail 
discipline; and benefited the country by entrusting natives with the charge 
of the Police Department. We, however, thank him for his noble views. 
Other consequences of his tours apart, his frequent presence among the 
es will enable them to give expression to their wants and grievances 


efore him. Let not the inhabitants of Jessore lose the opportunity his visit 
will afford them. 


5. The Graimbdrtd Prakdshikd, of the 31st July, remarks, in reference | 
to the creation of Fureedpore into a separate district, that the measure will 
prove greatly beneficial to the inhabitants of villages on the southern bank 
of the Pudma. ‘hey will be no longer required to go to Dacca to prefer 
their appeals. 

6. The Howrah Hitakari, of the 1st August, writing on the Opium 
monopoly, observes that the Government of India should give up the caltiva- 


tion of this drug, the use of which so materially injures the health of the 


subjects. It issad and humiliating to think that opium should consjjtute one 
of the chief sources of revenue to the Indian Government. The country 
suffers another evil from the cultivation. The greater portion of arable 
land in Behar and Tirhoot, which might produce large quantities of food- 
crops under proper cultivation, is now taken up for the. purpose of growing 
opium. Another consideration, which leads us to urge the abolition of the 
monopoly, is that the income from the opium revenue is exceedingly | 
uncertain ; varying according ta the demand that exists for the drug in China. 
Government should abolish the monopoly, and, to recoup itself, impose an 
export duty on opium. 


7. The Dacca Prakash of the ist August, thus writes in the course 
of an article on the Abkaree Bill :—In short, it is a reproach to Government 
that it should encourage the vice of intemperance among its subjects 
merely to secure its revenues. What ruin has it not brought on the country P 
Government should pass a sweeping enactment, declaring it penal either to 
sell or to buy spirituous liquors. Otherwise, the evil will not be banished 
from the country. . 


)_8. The Hindu Hitoishiné, of the 81st July, remarks, im reference to 
the approaching meeting of Scindia and the Mahasajah of Jeypore, that such 
friendly visits are calculated to do much good to the countries over which, 
these Princes rule. The permission accorded them, to indulge in such 
tokens of friendship, doubtless bespeaks a highly liberal and commendable 


| ‘gue | on the part of the British Government, in spite of the uninformed and 


ostile clamour of the Angto-Indian and seme of the European prints. 

9. ‘Fbe same paper notes it, as a. commendable feature m the policy 
ued by Lord Northbrook in the Government: of India, that His 
xcellency is always dispesed to: conciliate native pubhia opinion,: by 


: vouchsafing an explanation of his political measures, whenever that seems. te 
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be called for. It is chiefly for this that he is so popular with natives, and we 
— believe that, prompted by such a desire, thé recent lengthy minute on 
Baroda affairs has been penned. Though we cannot congratulate him on 
the success of the arguments employed to justify the deposition of 
Mulharao, there being a firm conviction on the minds of men generally 
_ that the deposition was determmed upon on the insufficient evidence of 
 Oolonel Phayre and the Commissioner, Mr. Souter, still the minute has done 
much to enhance his already well-established reputation for justice. 
10. In an article communicated to the same paper, the writer dwells 
on the spirit of insubordination that is now manifested by the 
- tenantry of Eastern Bengal towards their zemindats. This is attributed 
to the comparative affluence at present enjoyed by the tenantry, from 
arme in the prices of food-grains, rather than to any fault on the part of 
the landlords, though these troubles are usually attributed to them by 
uninformed city people. Even in places, where the zemindar is not guilty of a 


act of oppression, his tenants are found declining to pay what is due. 


A conviction that the authorities are always disposed to back them against 
the zemindar, the rise in the price of food during the last few years, and the 
evil counsel of a number of wicked and intriguing characters are the only 


causes that have brought about the eae relations now subsisting 
between landlords and tenants in Eastern Bengal. 


ll. The Sddhérani, of the 1st August, does not see how the approaching 
meeting of Scindia and d i can lead to any dangerous political conse- 
— as seems to be apprehended by some of the Anglo-Indian editors. 
Ihe whole course of Mahratta history testifies to the fact that lasting 
political unions are impossible between them ; and even if such unions were 
possible, would there be anything to fear from them? We can confidently 
say that there is no ground of apprehension. The meeting of the two 
Chiefs alluded to has been determined on, we think, for the purpose of 
making arrangements for the reception of the Prince of Wales. 


12. The same paper complains of the difficukties and inconveniences 
suitors in the mofussil are subjected to, from the witnesses being required 
‘to dance attendance in the courts from day to day without having an 
opportunity of giving their evidence. People in the mofussil are therefore 
extremely averse to appear as witnesses in any law suit. ‘An invidious 
distinction is also made between European and Native witnesses. Suitors 
are, moreover, unnecessarily put to great expense by engaging pleaders and 
paying for their appearance in the courts, owing to repeated adjournments 
aud from not being definitely informed by the judicial officers of the day 
when their cases will be heard. | 


18. The same paper remarks, that the rules recently published by the 
‘ Government of India, regulating the connection of public officers with the 
Press, interfere unduly with its liberty. It is needless to warn public officers to 
be temperate in their discussion of political topics, as that is a duty incumbent 
on all writers in the newspapers, whether they be public officers or not. 
These rules, if acted on, will be greatly detrimental to the public interests ; 
for officials who are well up in the details of departments under their charge, 
and who are the fittest persons to perceive their defects and shortcomings, 
will: cease to contribute to the newspapers. _| 
. A. Ins letter to the same paper, sign 


| | signed by some twelve inhabitants 
of Réyré, in the district of Burdwan, the writers direct the attention of 
Government to the frequent perpetration of murders and robbertes in that 
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place and the adjacent villages, and complain of the utter inefficiency of the 
Sub-inspector in charge of the local thana to prevent them. The latter 
also severely oppresses the chowkeedars and accepts illegal gratifications. 
Representations having been made to the Magistrate, and an explanation 
demanded, the Sub-inspector sent in his report stating that he was innocent of 
the alleged crimes, and that the statements of the petitioners were false. 
The Magistrate was satisfied, while the wicked were thus encouraged. The 
writers are willing to help forward any enquiry, if privately made into 
this matter. 


15. The Som Prakdsh, of the 2nd August, has the following, in 
reference to the reception of the Prince of Wales :— We advise our country- 
men, instead of wasting money on idle displays, to establish associations all 
over the country ; and through them to welcome the Prince and give 
expression to their loyalty. They should inform His Royal Highness of all 
their wants and grievances. He will be really gratified in this way. 


16. Adverting to the suggestions made by the Pzoneer, and some 
other Anglo-Indian journals, as to the propriety of depriving the native princes 
of their armies, the same paper observes that, though the mere existence 
of a body of troops cannot be regarded as conferring any real power, still 
to deprive these princes of them will be degrading them to the rank 
of zemindars. Their degradation has already reached the lowest point. 
Their kingdom, liberty, and power, all are gone. Hach now possesses an 
army merely for appearance’ sake ; and what will they have left if even that 
be denied ? The policy of Lord Wellesley has left them mere State prisoners. 
Yet since Government has never treated the native princes as it should have 
done, and never will do so, what can be the use of allowing them to keep u 
armies, and cause needless apprehensions? We, however, want to as 
Government, whether it prefers discontent and hostility on the part of the 
native princes to their love and satisfaction with the British rule? If the 
latter, we should find out by what means their love towards the British Govern- 
ment can be secured. Lord Mayo, if he had been alive at this moment, would 
doubtless have answered, that the best way of doing this is to hold Durbars: 
We have, however, repeatedly shown the futility of this statement. No 
amount of humoring can ever banish the sense of degradation, subjection, 
and distrust from the minds of the native chiefs. The recent Baroda affair, 
their present degraded condition, and the humiliating relations in which they 
stand to the residents, are patent to everybody. Government, however, 
seems to be aware of the importance of conciliating them. We there- 
fore advise the authorities to treat them in a friendly manner, and 
seek to convince them of the fact that under no other rule would they 
be so happy as under the Hnglish. What we have stated above was 


also the opinion of the Duke of Wellington, Lord Ellenborough, and 
Lord Auckland. 


17. The same paper dwells on the injustice of the opium monopoly, 
and observes that the extreme hostility of the Chinese towards the British 
Government is entirely due to the fact that the use of opium has been 


forced upon them by the latter. Government should not hesitate to give up 
its oplum revenues. 


18. The Sahachar, of the 2nd August, regrets to notice that 
Mr. Buckland, the Commissioner of the Burdwan division, will shortly 


remove his head-quarters from Hooghly to Howrah. This will cause great 
inconvenience to the people living in the more remote districts under the 


may be advantageo 


. 
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‘ 


Burdwan Commissionership. The office of the Commissioner should be 
located at Burdwan, that being the central district. The proposed removal 


hardship to the people, Government should attend to the subject. 
19. Referring to the arr 


Sdptdhik Samdchdr, of the 3rd August, remarks :—Let the poor citizens 


beware ; let their hunger remain unappeased; let the hungry child cry for 
food ; let the matrons put on rags for want of cloths. There will b no 


harm in that, but take care that money be laid aside for purchasing oil for 
illumination. 
20. The Behkdr Bandhu, whilst oe 


the consolidation of ten 
Municipal Acts into one, observes that, with 


the care about the different 


taxes, no steps have been taken to provide suitable accommodation for 


travellers coming into Calcutta. To show the necessity of such a measure, 
the editor mentions the case of a man who, the other day, whilst it was 
raining very hard, was found lying dead at Baboo Ghat. 


BENGALI TRANSLATORS OFFICE, 


The 7th August 1875. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 
Government Bengali: Translator. 


Inst of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
Tth August 1875, 


No. Names. Place of publication. —: weekly, Date. 
1 | “ R&jshfhye Sambéd”__.. shd4hye Bi-monthly ...| 12th May. 
2 “Be : Dik Prak&sh” ... Keninid. e Weekly . | 15th Jaly. 
ei* ye Saméchér” ... seen 3 jshéhye — le _ = 
4\“ a” ese uktdégéché, Mymensing itto ... | 27th ditto. | 
5 | “ Burrisal B4rt4baha” Burrisal i — vik _ - 28th July. 
6 | “ Hindu iké” ... oe | Bauleah, R&jsh&hye itto ses uly. 
Sg Bishwa Dé” we = eee | KeGlighAt Calcutta Ditto .. | 28th July and 6th August. 
8 | “ Amrita Bazar Patrik&” ... | Calcutta Ditto .- | 29th July. 
9 | “ Education Gazette’’ .«- | Hooghly Ditto ... | 80th ditto. 
10 | “ Grémbé4rté Prakdéshik&” ... | Comer Ditto .- | lst ditto. 
11 | “ Hindu Hitoishint’’ +e. | Dacca Ditto . | 31st ditto. 
12 | “ Dacca Prakésh” | Ditto Ditto [st August. 
13 | “ Howrah Hitakari” Bethar, Howrah Ditto lst ditto. 
14 | “ e Chinserah_... Ditto lst ditto. 
15 | “Som Prakésh” Chéngripottéh, 24-Pergun- | Ditto 2nd ditto. 
nabs. ; 
16 | “ Sahachar” Calcutta »| Ditto 2nd ditto. 
17 | ** Séptéhik Samfchér” Ditto Ditto 8rd ditto. 
18 | “ ha Samféchfr”’ Ditto Ditto | 8rd ditto. 
19 « Saméch4r * a Ditto ats eekly gee = 4 uly. 
a Vidy& Prakéshiké&” | Ditto ily nd August. 
= ‘s ——. de we | Ditto Ditto oe = . age July and 30th and 
| ist ° 
22 | “Urdu Guide” (in Urde) ... | Ditto Weekly 8ist July 
28 | “ Behér Bandhu” (in Hinds) | Patna Ditto 3rd A 
24 | “ Jém-Jehén- 4 (in | Calcutta Ditto 6th ditto 
| Persian). | 
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us to the Commissioner himself; but since it will occasion 
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